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Chairman’s Message - 2012 
  
On behalf of the Miramichi Planning District Commission, I am pleased to present the 2012 Annual Report. As in the past years, 
the Commission has benefited from the dedication of its members.  In 2012, there were a total of eleven regular meetings and 2 
Special meetings.   
 
In December 2011, the Province of New Brunswick announced that effective December 31st, 2012 all Planning Commissions in 
the province would be dissolved and reformed as Regional Service Commissions. As such this Annual Report represents the last 
report and brings to an end 42 years of service to the Miramichi area.,  
 
The Commission continued to benefit from the professional input provided to it by the staff.  A Staff Planning Report accompanies 
each case presented to the Commission, which provide recommendations for the consideration of the members.  As is illustrated 
in this report, the Commission continues to have a considerable workload. The Commission met a total of 13 times for regular or 
special meetings. The Executive Committee met on several occasions for the purposes of dealing with policy, staff, and financial 
and administrative issues.  
 
Jonathan Saunders, GIS Specialist left the Commission in September 2012. 
 
The Commission continued to receive funding from its four partners, (25 - Local Service Districts, City of Miramichi, Village of 
Blackville and Village of Neguac).  
 
 
William Treadwell, Chairman 
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Commission Activity 2012 
 

Table 1a: Commission Activity within the City of Miramichi 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Plan Amendments 2 1 1 5 2 0 3 1 1 0 

Rezoning 3 3 1 7 3 0 3 1 4 3 

Variances 15 11 12 17 22 31 10 6 2 7 

Development Officer 
Variances* 

      8 9 12 6 

Access Approvals 4 5 2 1 5 4 2 0 1 2 

Other, including 
similar uses, 
temporary uses, flag 
lots, and special items 

4 5 3 3 6 9 5 
(incl. 
4 flag 
lots) 

3 
(incl. 
2 flag 
lots) 

10 
(incl. 
3 flag 
lots) 

0 

 
 
* Community Planning Act was amended in April 2009 to allow development officers to consider applications for dimensional 
variances. 
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Figure 1a: Commission Activity - City of Miramichi 
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Table 1b: Commission Activity within the Unincorporated Area 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Variances 22 26 19 15 14 9 23  0 2 9 

Access Approvals 26 25 17 16 19 17 16 18 16 11 

Other, including 
similar uses, 
temporary uses 
and special items 

1 10 
(incl. 
8 
flag 
lots) 

13 
(incl. 
13 
flag 
lots) 

5 
(incl. 
5 
flag 
lots) 

5 
(incl. 
4 
flag 
lots) 

2 11      
(incl. 
10 
flag 
lots) 

13 
(incl. 
7 
flag 
lots) 

12 
(12 
flag 
lots)  
 

0 

 
 
Commission involvement in approvals for developments in the non-incorporated area remained consistent in 2012 with previous 
years. 
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Figure 1b: Commission Activity within the Unincorporated Area 
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Table 1c: Commission Activity for the Village of Neguac 

  

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Rural Plan Amendments 0 2 0 0 0 

Variances 3 1 1 0 0 

Development Officer 
Variances 

N/A 1 1 5 1 

Access Approvals 0 0 0 0 0 

Other, including similar 
uses, temporary uses and 
special items 

1 1 1 1 1 

 
 

 

  Table 1d: Commission Activity for the Village of Blackville          

 

 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Rural Plan Amendments 0 0 0 0 0 

Variances 3 3 2 0 1 

Development Officer 
Variances 

N/A 1 1 0 1 

Access Approvals 6 1 1 0 0 

Other, including similar 
uses, temporary uses and 
special items 

1 0 1 1 0 
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Table 1e: 2010 and 2011 Administrative Commission Activity Comparison 

 

 Unincorporated 
Area 

Miramichi Neguac Blackville Total 

 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 

Zoning Confirmations 7 18 35 52 1 7 2 3 45 80 

Site Plan Reviews 1  21  2  0  24  

Zoning Compliance (Letters 
of Conformity) 

0  2  0  0  2  

Good Faith Variances 0  0  0  0  0  

Enforcement 11 (2 
resolved) 

 4 (1 
resolved) 

 2 (2 
resolved

) 

       0  17(5 
resolved) 

 

Document Approvals 65 61 13 31 3 2 1 2 82 96 

 
 

Table 1 e) provides details on activities undertaken by staff related to development inquiries and land/building transactions. 
Staff, through the various by-laws and the Community Planning Act, has authority to deals with these requests. The appointed 
members of the Commission are not involved in this aspect of planning services. These activities are typically provided to 
clients such as lawyers, surveyors and developers who are acting on behalf of a client who are involved with the transferring, 
refinancing, developing or selling of a property or building.   
 
This table provides a clear indication that the MPDC is involved in all aspects of land management, not just the issuance of 
building permits. 
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Building Permit Activity 
 
The total number of building permits issued in 2012 was 389 which included the non-incorporated area, City of Miramichi, Village 
of Blackville and Village of Neguac. This is a decline from the 2011 total of 448 permits These 389 permits accounted for 
$51,870,071.45 (2010 $27,682,269.00) in new construction or renovations. Typically, the Commission issues approximately 500 
building permits per year for construction projects within the Miramichi Planning District. The City of Miramichi, Village of 
Blackville and the non-incorporated area a decrease in the number of permits issued, while the the Village of Neguac experienced 
an increase from the previous year in terms of both number and value of permits. 
 

Table 2a: Number of Building Permits Issued - City of Miramichi 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Single Unit Dwellings 57 47 50 43 52 53 51 54 30 23 

Multiple Unit Dwellings      1 0 0 0 2 

Other Improvements 
(Residential) 

108 91 105 141 107 107 139 127 112 
 

114 

Commercial 59 56 79 70 82 64 73 49 58 43 

Institutional 11 8 6 12 15 5 5 5 4 6 

Industrial 7 10 9 8 5 5 11 5 5 19 

Total 242 212 249 274 262 235 279 240 209 207 

 

Table 2b: Number of Building Permits Issued - Unincorporated Areas 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Dwellings Units 109 121 141 97 102 77 76 90 72 45 

Other 
Improvements 
(Residential) 

78 119 87 111 94 93 88 122 101 73 
 

 

Commercial 12 8 14 9 12 10 10 13 11 8 

Institutional 0 2 4 1 1 1 3 2 3 6 

Industrial 1 0 4 0 1 25 6 0 8 11 

Total 200 250 250 218 210 206 183 227 195 143 
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Figure 2a: Number of Building Permits - City of Miramichi 
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Figure 2b: Number of Building Permits - Unincorporated Area 
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Table 2c: Value of Building Permits Issued - City of Miramichi 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Residential 5,622,790 4,723,116 5,607,875 6,090,527 8,216,060 10,248,624 8,381,087 8,914,980 6,182,109 8,435,514.45 

Commercial 4,655,836 4,868,550 6,836,800 6,209,118 13,625,081 2,062,733 6,473,379 2,804,657 4,935,210 6,221,090 

Institutional 983,796 1,046,000 1,754,200 628,450 1,440,990 758,880 573,600 1,239,000 134,700 3,560,003 

Industrial 679,650 705,000 306,000 1,197,100 221,000 744,000 4,966,785 60,000 621,000 113,000 

Signs - 180,620 125, 623 148,850 102,595 138,380 76,573 102,733 69,550 91,850 

Total $11,942,072 $11,523,286 $14,630,498 $14,274,045 $23,503,131 $13,952,617 $20,471,424 13,121,370 11,942,569 18,421,457.45 

 
Figure 2c: Value of Building Permits Issued - City of Miramichi 
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City of Miramichi - Number of Permits: 
  

 

Type of Permits 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

RESIDENTIAL          

Single Unit 
Dwellings 28 36 31 36 33 44 45 

 
30 

23 

Multiple Unit 
Dwellings 

1 1 1 1 1 0 
0 
 

0 2 

Mini/Mobile Homes 19 14 12 16 20 7 9 12 8 

Other 
Improvements 

85 105 141 107 107 139 127 100 106 

COMMERCIAL          

Signs 33 42 30 35 24 22 16 9 17 

New Construction 11 8 9 10 3 4 4 7 9 

Renovations 17 29 31 37 37 47 29 42 17 

INDUSTRIAL          

New Construction 4 4 3 1 2 1 1 3 19 

Renovations 4 5 5 4 3 10 4 2 0 

 
INSTITUTIONAL 

         

New Construction 5 2 0 5 0 0 1 0 5 

Renovations 5 4 12 10 5 5 4 4 1 

TOTALS: 212 250 274 262 235 279 240 209 207 
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City of Miramichi - Value of Permits: 
 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

RESIDENTIAL             

Single Unit 
Dwellings 

2,914,039 3,883,200 4,226,000 5,748,600 6,221,200 6,684,597 7,012,989 4,433,800 3,968,460 

Multiple Unit 
Dwellings 

124,900 110,000 200,000 200,000 1,582,000 0 0 0 2,197,014 

Mini/Mobile 
Homes 

820,583 538,000 616,000 762,000 1,043,500 395,800 654,357 648,000 449,000 

Other 
Improvements 

863,594 1,076,675 1,048,527 1,505,460 1,401,924 1,300,690 1,247,634 1,100,309 1,821,040 

COMMERCIAL          

Signs 180,620 125,623 148,850 102,595 138,380 76,573 102,733 69,550 91,850 

New Construction 4,316,650 5,459,900 4,840,700 5,188,800 208,500 2,637,735 925,000 2,485,400 3,973,590 

Renovations 551,900 1,376,900 1,368,418 8,333,686 1,854,233 3,835,644 1,879,657 2,449,810 2,247,500 

INDUSTRIAL          

New Construction 845,000 1,189,700 1,150,000 11,000 460,000 4,000,000 20,000 333,000 113,000 

Renovations 201,000 564,500 47,100 210,000 284,000 966,785 40,000 288,000 0 

INSTITUTIONAL          

New Construction 451,000 116,000 0 364,250 0 0 10,000 0 2,546,003 

Renovations 254,000 190,000 628,450 1,076,740 758,880 573,600 1,229,000 134,700 1,014,000 

 
TOTAL: 

$11,523,286 $14,630,498 $14,274,045 $23,503,131 $13,952,617 $20,471,424 $13,121,370 $11,942,569 $18,421,457 
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SUMMARY OF THE CITY OF MIRAMICHI BUILDING PERMIT DATA FOR 2004 TO 2012 
 
Total Construction Activity by Dollar Value 
 

 Total Value of Construction: 2004 – 2012 = $141,840,397 

 Annual Average Value of Construction = $15,760,044  

 Total Value of all Construction Activity in 2011 = $11,942,569 

 Total Value of all Construction Activity in 2012 = $18,421,457 

 2011 to 2012 Total Value of Construction = Increase of $6,478,888 

 2011- 2012 Percentage Change in the Value of Construction = Increase of 61% 
 
Residential Construction Data 

 Single Unit Dwellings Constructed  - 2004-2012 = 306 

 Annual Average Number of Single Unit Dwellings Constructed =34 

 Total Single Unit Dwellings Constructed in 2012= 23 

 Mini – homes located: 2004– 2012 = 117 

 Annual Average of Mini- Homes Located = 13 

 Total Located in 2011 = 8 

 All Residential Construction Types in 2011 = $6,182,109 

 All Residential Construction Types in 2012 = $8,435,514 

 Multi-unit Residential construction = 0 units = $2,197,014 
 
Commercial Construction Data 

 Commercial Construction Activity 2004- 2012 = $53,934,023 

 Annual Average of Commercial Construction Activity 2004-2012 =$2,035,955 

 Commercial Construction Activity in 2011= $4,935,210 

 Commercial Construction Activity in 2012= $6,221,090 
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Table 2f: Value ($) of Building Permits Issued - Unincorporated Areas 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Residential 8,849,251 9,771,415 8,790,024 7,089,970 11,474,490 8,662,673 9,360,260 11,377,180 9,286,080 10,103,348 

Commercial 791,000 521,000 1,285,600 514,000 627,000 980,200 637,640 503,390 971,400 575,500 

Institutional 0 0 47,725 50,000 200,000 10,000 4,779,500 98,095 607,000 20,063,332 

Industrial 62,000 244,575 206,400 0 163,000 19,440,100 4,659,000 0 1,771,645 635,000 

Total $9,704,254 $10,536,990 $10,329,749 $7,653,970 $12,464,490 $29,092,973 $19,436,400 11,978,665 12,636,125 31,377,180 

 
 
The value of construction occurring in the non-incorporated areas in 2012 represents an increase from 2011. 
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Unincorporated Area - Number of Permits: 2004 - 2012 

Type of Permits                    2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 
2012 

RESIDENTIAL:         
 

Single Unit Dwellings 

61 59 46 57 42 49 
52 
 

44 17 

Multiple Unit Dwellings 
     0 0 0 0 

Mini/Mobile Homes  
34 

 
43 

 
26 

 
30 

 
25 

 
16 

 
25 

 
23 

10 

 
Cottages 

 
26 

 
39 

 
25 

 
15 

 
10 

 
11 

 
13 

 
5 

18 

 
Other Improvements 

 
119 

 
87 

 
111 

 
94 

 
93 

 
88 

 
122 

 
101 

73 

 
COMMERCIAL:          

 
 Construction 

 
8 

 
14 

 
9 

 
12 

 
10 

 
10 

 
13 

 
11 

8 

 
INDUSTRIAL:          

 
Construction 

 
0 
 

 
4 

 
0 

 
1 

 
25 

 
6 

 
0 

 
8 

11 

 
INSTITUTIONAL:        

 
 
 

 

 
Construction 

 
2 

 
4 

 
1 

 
1 

 
1 

 
3 

 
2 

 
3 

6 

 
TOTALS: 

 
250 

 
250 

 
218 

 
210 

 
206 

 
183 

 
227 

 
195 143 
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Unincorporated Area - Value of Permits: 2004 - 2012 

Type of Permits                    2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

RESIDENTIAL:          

Single Unit 
Dwellings 5,674,660 3,889,800 3,968,000 7,200,800 5,258,220 6,464,100 7,153,680 6,115,900 5,502,098 

Multiple Unit 
Dwellings      0 0 0 0 

Mini/Mobile Homes 
1,413,330 1,690,400 942,200 1,186,080 981,300 528,960 1,150,500 1,311,040 1,356,200 

Cottages 1,370,900 1,211,300 1,223,560 1,611,360 1,120,000 879,000 1,216,500 471,000 1,432,500 

 
Other 
Improvements 

 
1,312,525 

 
1,998,524 

 
956,210 

 
1,476,250 

 
1,303,153 

 
1,488,200 

 
1,856,500 

 
1,388,140 

1,812,550 

 
COMMERCIAL: 

         

  
Construction 

 
521,000 

 
1,285,600 

 
514,000 

 
627,000 

 
980,200 

 
637,640 

 
503,390 

 
971,400 

575,500 

 
INDUSTRIAL: 

         

 
Construction 0 

 
47,725 

0 
 

163,000 
 

19,440,100 
 

4,659,000 
 
0 

 
1,771,645 

635,000 

 
INSTITUTIONAL: 

         

 
Construction 

 
244,575 

 
206,400 

 
50,000 

 
200,000 

 
10000 

 
4,779,500 

 
98,095 

 
607,000 

20,063,332 

 
TOTALS: $10,536,990 $10,329,749 $7,653,970 $12,464,490 $29,092,973 $19,436,400 $11,978,665 $12,636,125 31,377,180 
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Figure 2d: Value of Building Permits - Unincorporated Area 
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SUMMARY OF THE NON-INCORPORATED AREA BUILDING PERMIT DATA FOR 2003 TO 2012 
 
Total Construction Activity by Dollar Value 
 

 Total Value of Construction: 2004 – 2012 = $145,506,542 

 Annual Average Value of Construction = $16,167,394 

 Total Value of all Construction Activity in 2011 = $12,636,125 

 Total Value of all Construction Activity in 2012 = $18,741,055 

 2011 to 2012 Total Value of Construction =Increase of $6,104,930 

 2010 to 2011 Percentage of Total Value of Construction =Increase  of  48% 
 
Residential Construction Data 
 

 Single Unit Dwellings Constructed:  2004-2012  = 427 units for a Total of  $51,227,258 

 Annual Average Number of Single Unit Dwellings Constructed = 47 

 Total Single Unit Dwellings Constructed in 2012 = 17 

 Mini – homes located: 2004– 2012 = 232 for a Total of $10,560,010 

 Annual Average of Mini-Homes Located = 26 

 Total Located in 2012 = 10 

 All Residential Construction Types in 2012 = $10,103,348 
 
Commercial Construction Data 
 
 

 Commercial Construction Activity 2004- 2012= $6,615,730.00  

 Annual Average of Commercial Construction Activity 2004-2012 = $735,081.00 

 Commercial Construction Activity in 2011= $.971,400.00  

 Commercial Construction Activity in 2012= $575,500.00 
 
Industrial Construction Data 
 

 Industrial Construction Activity 2004 – 2012 = $26,716,470.00  

 Annual Average of Industrial Construction Activity 2004-2012 = $2,968,497.00 

 Industrial Construction Activity in 2011= $1,771,645.00 

 Industrial Construction Activity in 2012= $635,000.00 
 



Miramichi Planning District Commission – Annual Report - 2012 

21 

 
 
Building activity reduced significantly in Blackville in 2012. It decreased by 52% from 2011. 
 
 
 

Table 3a: Village of Blackville Building Permit Activity 
  

 2009 2010 
 

2011 2012 

 

Number 
of 

 Permits  
Value of 

Construction 
Number of 
 Permits  

Value of 
Construction 

 
Number of 

Permits 

 
Value of 

Construction 
Number of 
 Permits  

Value of 
Construction 

Single Dwellings 3 275,265 
 
6 

 
708,900 2 346,000 1 110,000 

Multiple Unit 
Dwellings   

 
0 

 
0 0 0 0 0 

Mini/Mobile 
Homes 3 178,000 

 
1 

 
22,000 0 0 0 0 

Residential 
Renovations 5 30,500 

 
7 

 
212,000 5 75,300 2 100,000 

Signs 1 16,000 
 
0 

 
0 1 5000 0 0 

Commercial-New                    0 0 
 
0 

 
0 0 0 0 0 

Renovations 1 30,000 
 
1 

 
3,400 0 0 0 0 

Institutional-New                    1 860,000 
 
0 

 
0 0 0 0 0 

Renovations 0 0 
 
0 

 
0 0 0 0 0 

Industrial-New                    0 0 
 
0 

 
0 0 0 0 0 

Renovations 0 0 
 
0 

 
0 0 0 0 0 

Total 14 $1,389,765.00 
 

15 
 

$946,300.00 8 $441,300  3 210,000 
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Table 3b: Village of Neguac Building Permit Activity 

  

 2009 2010 2011 

  
2012 

 
Number of 
 Permits  

Value of 
Construction 

Number of 
 Permits  

Value of 
Construction 

Number of 
 Permits  

Value of 
Construction 

Number of 
 Permits 

Value of 
Construction 

Single Dwellings 6 900,095.00 6 647,800.00 
 

12 
 

1,906,400 
7 1,305,800 

Multiple Unit Dwellings   0 0 
 
0 

 
0 

0 0 

Mini/Mobile Homes 1 66,000.00 0 0 
 
1 

 
71,600 

2 89,000 

Residential 
Renovations 33 270,175.00 14 93,160.00 

 
15 

 
166,200 

16 209,769 

Signs 9 17,307.00 1 1000.00 
 
1 

 
75 

7 17,870 

Commercial-New                     2 184,000.00 0 0 
 
2 

 
205,000 

1 155,000 

Renovations 5 645,000.00 6 194,000 
 
3 

 
193,000 

2 78,000 

Institutional-New            0  0 0 
 
0 

 
0 

1 5,995 

Renovations 1 10,000.00 0 0 
 
1 

 
120,000 

0 0 

Industrial-New             0  0 0 
 
0 

 
0 

0 0 

Renovations 0  0 0 
 
0 

 
0 

0 0 

Total 57 $2,092,577.00 27 $935,960.00 35 $2,662,275 36 1,861,434 

 
 
In 2012, the total value of construction activity in Neguac decreased by 30% from the 2011 level. Although the permit 
activity is consistent with 2011, this dramatic decrease can be partially attributed to a drop in the number of new dwellings 
constructed in the Village from 2011.
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Table 4: Comparison of Development Activity - City of Miramichi to Unincorporated Area of 
Planning District for 2004-2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 4 reveals the relative levels of activity between the City of Miramichi and the non-incorporated area between 2004 – 
2012. 

Development Activity 2004- 2012 City Unincorporated Area 

   

Single Unit Dwellings Constructed 306 427 

Annual Average number of Single Unit 
Dwellings Constructed 

34 47 

Mini – homes located 117 232 

Annual Average Number of Mini-homes 
located 

13 26 

Total Value of All Residential Construction 
2004-2012 

$141,840,397 $10,103,348 

Annual Average Value of All Residential 
Construction 

$15,760,044 $2,020,670 

Total Value of All Construction 2004-2012 $141,840,397 $145,506,542 

Annual Average Value of All Construction $15,760,044 $16,167,394 
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Subdivision Activity 
 
The Planning Commission oversees and grants the approval for the subdivision of land. Plans of subdivision only come 
before the Commission if they are to create public roads, require variances to size of lot, or are going to create lots that do 
not front on a public road.  The following tables and figures present the location of plans approved and number of lots 
created for both the City, the Villages, and Unincorporated areas. 
 

Table 5: Subdivision Activity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The number of applications for subdivisions decreased in 2012. As indicated in Table 6, there has been a corresponding 
increase in the number of lots created as well. 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

City of Miramichi 41 32 22 31 31 38 31 45 37 29 

Unincorporated Areas 104 111 100 91 96 84 72 81 80 69 

Blackville     7 3 2 4 2 3 

Neguac     6 6 4 4 3 5 

Total 145 143 122 122 140 131 109 134 122 106 
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Figure 3: Subdivision Activity 
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Table 6: Total Lots Created 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Figure 4: Total Lots Created 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

City of Miramichi 61 55 35 41 50 82 37 77 41 52 

Unincorporated 
Areas 

125 152 152 118 135 123 114 106 88 105 

Blackville     12 9 2 5 4 5 

Neguac     6 8 1 3 6 5 

 Total 186 207 187 159 203 222 154 191 139 167 
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Miramichi Planning District Commission - 2012 Overview of Activity 
 
The following is a brief overview of some of the initiatives the MPDC was involved in during 2012.  These initiatives are 
special projects and are in addition to the on-going tasks as defined by the Community Planning Act, such as the issuance 
of building permits, approval of plans, and the administration of rezoning and variance applications, which are carried out 
by staff on a daily basis. 

 
In late 2007 the MPDC adopted its first ever Five Year Operational Plan. The operating plan established a methodology 
that allows the Commission to determine its planning priorities for each of the next five years and thus identify the financial 
and human resources required to implement these planning priorities. The Operational Plan forms the basis of the work 
plan for 2011. Appendix C contains the work plan for 2012. 
 
Appendix D is a compilation of newspaper articles that were published in 2012 relating to the activities of the Miramichi 
Planning District Commission. 
 
During 2012 several on-going projects occupied staff time and resources, these included: 
 

 Administering the 911 Civic Addressing program for the City of Miramichi. 
 

 The Director participated in the municipal, provincial, and professional committees. 
 

 The Director was heavily involved in the transition process involved in moving to the Regional Service Commission 
Model 

 

 Coordination of quarterly agency meetings involving the various offices of provincial government departments. The 
purpose of this initiative is to share information and improve the delivery of services to residents and developers in 
the non-incorporated area of the planning district. 

 

 The Director and Senior Planner attended a number of continuous professional learning sessions held on topics 
very relevant to the work of the MPDC. 

 

 The staff of the MPDC hosted Developers Assistance Committee meetings to review developments proposed in 
the City and within the District. 
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 Commission staff reviewed and provided comments on Environmental Impact Assessment reviews for proposed 
projects within the district.  

 

 Wilson Bell represented the Commission at the regular meetings of the Provincial Planning Directors and special 
meetings organized by various government departments and agencies. For 2012, he served as the Chairperson of 
this group representing Directors of Planning Authorities in New Brunswick. 

 

 Staff continued to improve their technical knowledge through the attendance of conferences and training programs 
offered by various professional associations. Mathieu Goguen and Michael Davis attended training sessions 
organized by the New Brunswick Building Officials Association.  
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Appendix A - Members 
 
 

Appointed by  
City of Miramichi 

  Appointed by the 
Province 

    
    
   William Treadwell, Chairman   Murray Sherrard 

    

   Joe Veriker, Vice-Chairman                                  Tom Williston 
    

   Paul Underhill                                  Bob Hallihan 
    

   Ken Quinn   Edmond Beattie 
    

   Norman Roy    
    

   René Smith    
 
 
 
Appointed by Village of Blackville   Appointed by Village of Neguac    
   
 
               Kurt Marks      Marcel Cyr 
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Appendix B - Member’s Attendance 2012 
 

 

  
 
 
 

Feb 21 
# 494 

Special 
Mtg Feb 29 

 #495 
March 20 

# 496 
Apr. 17 

Mtg #497 

 
 

May 15 
#498 

June 19 
#499 

July 17  
#500 

Aug 21  
#501 

Sept. 18  
#502 

Special  
Mtg Oct. 3 

 #503 
Oct 16 
# 504 

Nov 20 
# 505 

Dec 18 
#506 

 
 
 

Total 

William 
Treadwell 

Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 12/13 

Murray 
Sherrard 

Y N N N Y N N N N N Y Y Y 5/13 

Ken Quinn 
N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 12/13 

Joseph   
Veriker 

Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y N 10/13 

Kurt Marks Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y 11/13 

Thomas  
Williston 

Y Y Y Y N Y Y N N N N N Y 7/13 

Edmond  
Beattie 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 13/13 

Rene 
Smith 

N Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 11/13 

Marcel Cyr N N Y N N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9/13 

Norman 
Roy 

N N N Y Y N N N Y N N N N 3/13 

Bob 
Hallihan 

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 13/13 

Paul 
Underhill 

Y Y Y Y N Y Y N Y Y Y N Y 10/13 
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Appendix C 

 
 

 
Miramichi Planning District Commission 

Five Year Operational Plan 
Update in Support of 2012 Annual Report 

 
 
 

Prepared by: 
Wilson W. Bell, MCIP, RPP 

 Director 
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5.0 FIVE-YEAR OPERATING PLAN - 2010 UPDATE OF ACTIVITIES   √ = COMPLETED 

            X = TO BE COMMENCED 
 
5.1 Planning Services Work Plan for Municipalities and Rural Unincorporated Areas 
 

 
Five year Review of Municipal Plan, Zoning By-law 
and Rural Plan By-laws  

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

       

City of Miramichi   Draft √   

Village of Blackville    X    

Village of Neguac     X  

Rural Area Plan – Non-incorporated Area      X 

 
5.2 Planning Services Work Plan for Municipalities and Rural Unincorporated Areas 
 

 
Review of Building By-laws  

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

       

City of Miramichi    X   

Village of Blackville    √   

Village of Neguac    √   

 
5.3 Planning Services Work Plan for Municipalities and Rural Unincorporated Areas 
 

 
Review of Subdivision By-laws  

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

City of Miramichi    X   

Village of Blackville    √   

Village of Neguac    √   
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Village of Blackville Planning Advisory Services 
 

 
 
 

Staff Work is done on a Periodic and 
Ongoing Basis 
 

√ 

 

Rural Plan Review Committee 

Responding to Zoning and Development Enquiries 

Subdivision Approvals  

Enforcement of Rural Plan and zoning provisions √ 
Building Inspection √ 

 
City of Miramichi Planning Advisory Services 
 

 

 

Staff Work is done on a Periodic and 
Ongoing Basis 
 

√ 

 

Property Management Committee 

City Management Committee 

Provide assistance with preparing Conditional Zoning Agreements and 
Subdivision Agreements 

Municipal Development Plan Review 

Coordination of Developers Assistance Committee 
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Village of Neguac Planning Advisory Services 
 

 
Staff Work is done on a Periodic and 
Ongoing Basis 

√ 
 

Responding to Zoning and Development Enquiries 

Subdivision Approvals 

Enforcement of Rural Plan and zoning provisions 

Building Inspection 

 

 
 
 

 
Rural Area Planning Advisory Services 
 

 
 
 

Planning Staff Work is done on a 
Periodic and Ongoing Basis 
 

√ 

Technical Review Committee for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Reviews 

Examining feasibility of adopting basic rural zoning provisions for non-
incorporated area 

Coordinate Provincial Review on Subdivision Applications 
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Regional Collaboration, Annual Reports, Development 
Activity Reports, Regional Projects, Studies, Ongoing 
Activities 

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

Liaison with other regional authorities such as Miramichi 
Airport Commission, Enterprise Miramichi, 
Northumberland Solid Waste Commission, CBDC 

  
√ 
 

 
√ 

 
√ 

  

Population, Demographic, Socio-Economic Studies, 
Profiles & Forecasting utilizing 2006 Statistics Canada 

 √ √ 

 

√ 

 

  

Monthly Development Activity Reports / Annual Reports   
√ 

 
√ 

√   

Background Studies for Municipal Development Plans, 
Rural Plans, and Zoning By-laws. 

  
√ 

On-
going 

On-
going 

  

In conjunction with the City of Miramichi, examine 
feasibility of establishing a By-law Compliance Officer 
position. 

   X   

In conjunction with involved regional offices of Health, 
Environment, Transportation and other involved 
departments and agencies host a One-Day seminar for 
local developers/contractors and members of the public to 
present the development approval process and obtain 
feedback on improvements to the delivery of services. 
 

 √  √   

Continue to coordinate Developer’s Assistance 
Committee comprised of MPDC Staff, City Staff, relevant 
provincial government agencies and departments. 
Function of the DAC is to assist developers in the 
approval process and to facilitate quality development 
projects. In conjunction with the City, continue to 
participate in Developers and Retailer Recruitment 
committee. 
 

 √  √   
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5.5 Building Inspection Work Plan 

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

Review and update the Building Valuation System using 
RS Means  

  
 

 
√ 

√   

Review and update Municipal Building By-laws and Fee 
Schedule within Villages 

 √  
 

√ 

 

  

Prepare Monthly and Annual Building Permit Reports  √ 
 

√ √   

As part of a Succession Planning Initiative - Prepare a 
Building Inspection Procedure Manual for issuing permits, 
conducting inspections, and reports 

   
 

X   

Continue with training of Inspection Staff as available by 
NBBOA and others 

 √ √ √   

 

    
5.4 Provincial Guidelines for Delivery of Planning 
Services and MPDC Administrative Issues 

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

Adopt after review by the MPDC proposed Guidelines 
developed by DOE and NB Association of Planning 
Commissions 

 √  X   

Once the Community Planning Act amendments are 
completed, the MPDC will implement a protocol for 
Development Officer approved dimensional variances 

 
 

 
√ 

 

√ 
Revised 

 

√ 
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5.6 Geographic Information System (GIS)  
 Mapping Work Plan 

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

Five Year Review of City of Miramichi Municipal 
Development Plan  

      

-  New Generalized Future Land Use Map Schedule  X  √   

-  New Future Roads Schedule  X  √   

-  New Linear Parks and Trails Schedule  X  √   

-  Background Maps  X  √   

-  New Zoning Map  X  √   

       

Five Year Review of Blackville Rural Plan        

-  Background Maps    √   

-  New Zoning Map       

       

Five Year Review of Neguac Rural Plan By-law        

-  Background Maps    √   

-  New Zoning Map       

Continue with the updating of the Existing Land Use Map 
using building permit data for new construction and 
demolitions.  This task will be beneficial for the update of 
the Municipal Plan, Zoning By-law and Rural Plans. 
 

 √ √ √   
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5.7 Geographic Information System (GIS)  
 Mapping Work Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Work Done on an Annual, Periodic and Ongoing Basis 
 

√ 

Update Property Base Map / Parcel Mapping 

Update Street and Road Network 

Update Subdivision Maps 

Update Zoning Maps 

Update Section 39 Agreements  

Prepare Monthly Location Maps and radius Notices for 
Commission  

Residential Land Supply Studies 

Commercial Land Supply Studies 

Industrial Land Supply Studies 

Prepare Numerous Plan Review / Development Review 
Maps 

Update Provincial Datasets 

Preparing daily Presentation Maps 

Preparing daily Presentation Maps 

In conjunction with the Department of Environment, 
establish the OpenCities GIS portal to access on-line and 
current property information. Staff will have access to this 
information source on their computer desktops which will 
aid in the evaluation of development proposals that may 
involve environmentally sensitive areas, wetlands, well 
fields... 
 

√ 
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5.9 Accountability, Communication and Public Relations Work  
 Plan 

 
 
 

Work Done on an Annual, Periodic and 
Ongoing Basis 
 
 

√ 

Send our clients, Monthly Development Activity / Building Permit Reports 

Maintain Good Working Relations with Municipalities  

Maintain Good Media Relations 

Liaison with external economic development agencies, real estate, utility 
companies and industry groups 

Maintain Website to communicate role of Commission in the 
development of the District 

Public Presentations to Community and Business Organizations 

Annual Report 

 

 
 
 
 

 
5.8 Information Technology / Information System  
 Work Plan 

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

Web Site Maintenance       √  √   

Translate Website material, ensure that the content is 
available in both Official languages 
 

 X 
Funding 
denied 

 X 
Staff to 

complete 

  

Purchase Statistics Canada – 2006 Census Data, through 
PC Census, cost shared with Enterprise Miramichi and 
CBDC. 

  √ √   

Server Update and Backup Data Procedure    √   
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5.10 Administration and Management 

Planned 
Start Date 

 
2008 

 
2009 

 
2010 

 
2011 

 
2012 

Examine feasibility of hiring a junior planner to assist in 
Plan reviews and development control. MPDC will review 
available employment funding programs from various 
provincial and federal sources. 

  X √   

 
Update Planning Commission Filing System (electronic 
and paper) 

  
√ 
 

 
 

√   

Undertake Salary Scale to Replace 2000 (2006 revised) 
Version, to become effective January 2011 

   √   

Develop a File Retention Strategy as per Department 
Guidelines 

  
 

 √ 

 

  

Dispose of old files and plans as per Retention Strategy    √   

 
Facilitate Strategic Planning for updating the Five Year 
Strategic Operations Plan and Annual Work plans. 

 
Done 
Annually 
before 
Budget 

 
 

√ 

 
 
√ 

 
 

√ 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Preparation of Annual Financial Report  √ √ √ X X 

Work with funding partners to examine funding 
arrangements so as to sustain service delivery at a 
reasonable and predictable cost. 

 √  √   

 
Preparation of Annual Budget 

  
√ 

 
√ 

 

√ 

 
X 

 
X 

 
Preparation of Annual Report 

  
√ 

 

√ 

 

√ 

 
X 

 
X 

Staff Language Training  √ √ √ X X 

Update Planning Commission Policies and Procedures 
 

  
 

 
 

√  X 

Complete Employee Performance Evaluations 
 

 √ 
 

√ √ 

 

X 
 

X 
 

Prepare an Annual Staff Training Plan   X X √ 
(draft) 

X X 
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APPENDIX D - NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 
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